THE CHRISTIAN A LAW TO

when it seemed that the magic of his presence and words
would draw his entire audience into the number of his
followers, alarmed lest he should find himself surrounded
by half-hearted or superficial and merely excitable ad-
herents, he turned suddenly upon the crowd, and with
one of those startling expressions which he seldom,
and yet like all great reformers sometimes, employed,
declared that he could receive no man who did not hate
his father and mother and his own life.

These passages will help us to understand the allegory
of the strong man armed keeping secure possession of his
palace until he is expelled by a stronger than himself.
The strong man armed is the anarchic passions of human
nature, against which the law-making power contends.
Nothing can control them, says Christ, but a stronger
passion still. And he goes on to explain that an empty
condition of mind, a quiescence or temporary absence of
the anarchic passion, is a hollow and dangerous state.
The demon may leave his abode for a time, but he finds
no sustenance abroad, and so at last back he comes hungry
and brings congenial guests with him.

It was fully understood in the early Church that this
enthusiastic or elevated condition of mind was the dis- .
linctive and essential mark of a Christian. St. Paul,
having asked some converts whether they had received
this divine inspiration since their conversion, and receiving
for answer that they had not heard there was any such
divine inspiration abroad, demanded in amazement what
then they had been baptized into.

Before we investigate the nature of the enthusiasm or
divine inspiration which Christ proposed to kindle in the
minds of his disciples, let us consider what is involved in
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